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Books Worth Having on Your Shelf When Providing Services to Highly Capable Students 

Jann H. Leppien, Whitworth University 

Castellano, J.A., & Frazier, A.D. (Eds.). (2011). Special populations in gifted education: Understanding our most 
able students from diverse backgrounds. Waco, TX: Prufrock Press Inc. 

Learning to identify and serve diverse and under-represented students in gifted programs should be of concern 
to school districts. This book brings together leading experts in the field who provide both knowledge of and 
leadership experience with gifted students from diverse backgrounds.  

Cross, T.L. (2011). On the social and emotional lives of gifted children (4th ed.). Waco, TX: Prufrock Press Inc. 

Gifted children have social and emotional needs that need to be recognized and attended to in the classroom. 
The author guides us through an examination of the lives lived by gifted students, their social emotional 
characteristics and behaviors, friendships and family relations that support them, and influences that shape their 
social and emotional lives and identity development. The book also explores these issues with gifted 
underachievers, gifted culturally diverse students, and twice-exceptional students.  

Davis, J.L, & Moore, J.L.(Eds.). (2016). Gifted children of color around the world: Diverse needs, exemplary 
practices and directions for the future (advances in race and ethnicity in education). Bingley,WA, UK: Emerald 
Group Publishing Limited. 

Gifted students of color oftentimes go unnoticed and unsupported, despite their high potential for talent. This 
book provides readers with information on serving diverse gifted students, such as teaching to their strengths 
and incorporating cultural learning. This edited volume is a valuable resource for school administrators and 
teachers as it offers practical approaches for becoming more culturally aware and responsive to the academic, 
psychosocial, emotional, and intellectual needs of students of color who have immense academic potential but 
do not have access to enhanced or accelerated programming. 

Dixon, F.A., & Moon, S.M. (Eds.). (2015). The handbook of secondary gifted education (2nd ed.). Waco, TX: 
Prufrock Press. 

For highly capable students, adolescence is both a time of potential and great vulnerability. The authors address 
the nature of gifted adolescents – their characteristics, needs, and individual differences. This books aspires to 
help educators build critical, comprehensive, and in-depth educational opportunities for gifted secondary 
students, which are research-based and designed to support students’ various needs. 

Eckert, R.D., & Robins, J.H. (Eds.). (2017). Designing services and programs for high-ability learners: A 
guidebook for gifted education (2nd ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press. 

This updated text provides educators with a comprehensive guide and reference manual to support the types of 
decisions that need to be considered when designing programs and services for highly capable students. The 
guidebook provides recommendations, guiding principles, and strategies for dealing with a particular aspect of 
program planning based on the National Association for Gifted Children Programming Standards as a way to 
assist educators in developing high quality gifted programs that are based in research and best practice. 

Gentry, M. (2014). Total school cluster grouping and differentiation: A comprehensive, research-based plan for 
raising student achievement and improving teacher practice (2nd ed.). Waco, TX: Prufrock Press. 

The cluster grouping model allows for differentiated learning for all types of students, not just the gifted, by 
reducing the range of achievement levels in the classroom and focusing on the specific learning needs of 
students. This book offers research-based application methods for implementing cluster grouping in the school 
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environment, while also providing suggestions for staff development, evaluation, management, and support of 
the whole child. 

Hebert, T.P. (2011). Understanding the social and emotional lives of gifted students. Waco, TX: Prufrock Press Inc. 

The social and emotional lives of gifted students are complex and require educators who are knowledgeable in 
recognizing characteristics and behaviors, especially in gifted students from diverse backgrounds, or who are 
twice-exceptional, or who underachieve. Combining theory with the latest research, this book offers educators 
suggestions on how to support the social emotional needs of gifted students, as well as how to provide a gifted-
friendly classroom environment. 

Hertzog, N.B. (2008). Early childhood gifted education: The practical strategies series in gifted education. Waco, 
TX: Prufrock Press. 

We want young gifted children to pursue and develop their strengths, while immersing themselves in a rich and 
inquiry-based school environment. This book presents a concise overview of important topics in gifted 
education and offers a plethora of strategies for teachers and parents to support young children as they empower 
them to pursue their natural desire for learning and to develop their gifts and talents. 

Karnes, F.A., & Bean, S.M.(Eds.). (2015). Methods and materials for teaching the gifted (4th ed.). Waco, TX: 
Prufrock Press. 

Gifted learners have distinctive and varied needs that require instructional practices, best practice strategies, in-
depth support, and evaluation that meets their unique needs. This book offers curricular strategies and resources 
that are aligned with the National Association for Gifted Children Program Standards and provide support to 
educators who require knowledge of instructional methods that can address the academic and social/emotional 
needs of highly capable students.  

Mendaglio, S., & Peterson, J.S. (Eds.). (2007). Models of counseling gifted children, adolescents, and young adults. 
Waco, TX: Prufrock Press. 

Counseling gifted students requires the use of effective techniques, understanding of roles, and knowledge in 
the unique needs of the gifted. This book offers just that by providing readers of all experience levels the 
research and expert guidance in how to best counsel gifted individuals. This text is invaluable to counselors who 
are working with gifted persons in counseling situations. 

Neihart, M., Pfeiffer, S., & Cross, T.L. (Eds.). (2016). The social and emotional development of gifted children: 
What do we know? (2nd ed.). Waco, TX: Prufrock Press. 

This book remains the only comprehensive summary of the empirical research on the social and emotional 
development of gifted students by recognized authorities in the field. The text focuses on the critical importance 
of the issues of culture, context, and identity in understanding social and emotional development of children. 
The book includes chapters on peer pressure and social acceptance, resilience, delinquency, and 
underachievement, and provides research summaries on special populations while also addressing the 
psychosocial aspects of talent development and gifted performance.  

Renzulli, J.S., & Reis, S.M. (2014). The schoolwide enrichment model: A how-to guide for talent development (3rd 
ed.). Waco, TX: Prufrock Press. 

The Schoolwide Enrichment Model (SEM) is a student-centered model based on successful practices originally 
developed for programs for gifted students. This guidebook provides educators with step-by-step insights into 
how to develop their own SEM program based on their unique student population, resources and location. The 
model helps educators to look at the students’ strengths, interests, and learning preferences to capitalize on these 
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assets through a variety of methods for engaging and challenging students who demonstrate or show potential 
for giftedness. 

Tomlinson, C.A., Kaplan, S.N., Renzulli, J.S., Purcell, J.H., Leppien, J.H., Burns, D.E., Strickland, C.A., & Imbeau, 
M.B. (2009). The parallel curriculum: A design to develop learner potential and challenge advanced learners (2nd 
ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press. 

This book offers a comprehensive look into the Parallel Curriculum Model, providing readers with insights and 
strategies for designing curriculum to develop learning potential and to ensure persistently escalating challenge 
for advanced learners. The model is based on an assumption that it is very important for advanced learners to 
work with curriculum and instruction designed to serve as a catalyst for their continued advancement as thinkers 
and learners. To ensure escalating challenge for advanced learning, curriculum developers and teachers must 
have an understanding of what advanced curriculum looks like and a mechanism for incorporating such 
challenge in curriculum, which this text addresses through a discussion of varying parallels or ways of thinking 
about curriculum design as one moves from novice to expert in the various disciplines.  

Webb, J.T., Gore, J.L, Amend, E.R., & DeVries, A.R. (2007). A parent’s guide to gifted children (3rd ed.). 
Scottsdale, AZ: Great Potential Press, Inc. 

This books offers parents of gifted children background information on giftedness and provides practical 
guidance in areas of concern for parents. This book serves as an in-depth primer for families, while it explores 
some of the traits, issues, challenges, and concerns of providing children and adolescents with optimum growth 
experiences.  
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